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____________________

Part 1: Critical Analysis of International Peer-Reviewed Studies
[CRITIQUE OF THE 3RD ERRONEOUS WHO EXPERT REPORT : ONGOING…]

>COMMUNIQUE (29 Oct 2007): The Cochrane 2007 Review Masquerade on ““Waterpipe”” Smoking Cessation  (by Wasim MAZIAK, Kenneth WARD and Thomas EISSENBERG),  its By-Products and the Suspect Unbalanced Focus on   ““Waterpipe”” Smoking vs. Cigarette Smoking.

http://docs.google.com/Doc?id=dgbz283m_110kvmzdt

> Comment: WHO and Peer-Review Standards in Studies on Hookah Smoking. The Lancet Early Online Publication 2007 (29 Oct). In reply to Dr Douglas Bettcher, Dir. WHO/TFI a.i.’s comment: Bettcher D. WHO Response to Use of evidence in WHO recommendations. The Lancet Early Online Publication 2007 (10 Sept).

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140673607606758/comments?totalcomments=1#1305

> Comment: Is Hookah (Narghile, Shisha) Smoking a Gateway to Cigarette Smoking ? (13 Sept. 2007). A critical analysis of the following study: Rice VH, Weglicki LS, Templin T, Hammad A, Jamil H, Kulwicki A. Predictors of Arab American adolescent tobacco use. Merrill-Palmer Quarterly 2006;52: 327-42.

http://www.journalreview.org/view_pubmed_article.php?pmid=16909165&specialty_id  


> Letter to Dr Margaret CHAN, Director-Gal of WHO (World Health Organisation) to demand the dissolution (winding up) of WHO TobReg: http://docs.google.com/View?docid=dgbz283m_106vf22zw  (07 Sept 2007).

> Rapid Response (E-Letter to the Editor): Hookah Smoking: A Few Comments on Some Errors and Misconceptions. A critical analysis of: Gatrad R, Gatrad A, Sheikh A. Hookah smoking. BMJ 2007 Jul 7;335(7609):20.
http://www.bmj.com/cgi/eletters/335/7609/20#174592

> Comment: Pessimism about a Possible Change in WHO Expert Recommendations. The Lancet Early Online Publication 2007 (14 May). Comment on: Oxman AD, Lavis JN, Fretheim A. Use of evidence in WHO recommendations. The Lancet Early Online Publication 2007 (9 May). DOI:10.1016/S0140-6736(07)60675-8
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140673607606758/fulltext

> Letter to Dr Margaret CHAN, Director-Gal of WHO (World Health Organisation) about the 2nd erroneous expert report published by her organisation: http://docs.google.com/Doc?id=dgbz283m_6zjdzng (18 April 2007).

> Comments (18 June 2007) on: Urkin J., Ochaion R, Peleg, A. Hubble Bubble Equals Trouble: The hazards of water pipe smoking. TSW Holistic Health & Medicine 2006; 1:34-41   

http://www.thescientificworld.com:80/SCIENTIFICWORLDJOURNAL/toc/TSWJ_ArticleLanding.asp?jid=0&ArticleId=2520

> E-Letter to the Editor: An Excellent Model for Adapting Tobacco Questionnaires. Journal of Epidemiology and Community Health 2007 (18 Jan). Comments on : Hanna L, Hunt S, Bhopal RS. Cross-cultural adaptation of a tobacco questionnaire for Punjabi, Cantonese, Urdu and Sylheti speakers: qualitative research for better clinical practice, cessation services and research. Journal of Epidemiology and Community Health 2006;60:1034-1039.
http://jech.bmj.com/cgi/eletters/60/12/1034#1288
> P3R (Post-Publication Peer Review) entitled Shisha (Narghile, Hookah) Tips for Child Health Care Clinicians. Pediatrics 2006 (26 Dec.). Comments on: Prokhorov AV, Winickoff JP, Ahluwalia JS, Ossip-Klein D, Tanski S, Lando HA, Moolchan ET, Muramoto M, Klein JD, Weitzman M, Ford KH; Tobacco Consortium, American Academy of Pediatrics Center for Child Health Research. Youth tobacco use: a global perspective for child health care clinicians. Pediatrics 2006 Sep;118(3):e890-903.

http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/cgi/eletters/118/3/e890 

> A Critique of the WHO's TobReg "Advisory Note" entitled: "Waterpipe Tobacco Smoking: Health Effects, Research Needs and Recommended Actions by Regulators. Journal of Negative Results in Biomedicine 2006 (17 Nov); 5:17.
http://www.jnrbm.com/content/5/1/17 (in Open Access)

Popularity: only 10,000 unique visits (Aug 2007) on the above site... However the "article is also available through PubMed Central, and overall statistics indicate that [the] article will have been accessed on PubMed Central a roughly equivalent number of times, doubling its total visibility." http://www.jnrbm.com/mostviewedalltime 

> Comments: Shedding More Light on Hookah (Shisha, Narghile) Smoking as a Trendy Alternative. Journalreview.org 2007 (19 May).  Comments on:  Comments on: Deckers Sk, Farley J, Heath J. Tobacco and its trendy alternatives: implications for pediatric nurses. Crit Care Nurs Clin North Am. 2006 Mar;18(1):95-104.
http://www.journalreview.org/view_pubmed_article.php?pmid=16546012&specialty_id=&PHPSESSID=e6f9e299683149e496e732025ecf1032
> E-Letter to the Editor: “Measuring Real Exposure to Narghile (Hookah, Shisha) Smoke and Other Concerns Related to Public Health”. European Journal of Public Health 2006 (Jul 2). A critical analysis of:  Tamim H, Akkary G, El-Zein A, El-Roueiheb Z, El-Chemaly S. Exposure of pre-school children to passive cigarette and narghile smoke in Beirut. European Journal of Public Health 2006 (May 4): 4 pages.

http://eurpub.oxfordjournals.org/cgi/eletters/ckl043v1#18
> E-Letter to the Editor: Syria, Lebanon, Tobacco Research in General and Narghile (Hookah, Shisha) Smoking in Particular. Tobacco Control 2006 (8 June). A critical analysis of the following study: Ward KD, Eissenberg T, Rastam S, Asfar T, Mzayek F, Fouad MF, Hammal F,Mock J, Maziak W. The tobacco epidemic in Syria. Tobacco Control 2006;15;24-29.

http://tc.bmjjournals.com/cgi/eletters/15/suppl_1/i24#top
Also includes: 

· “Shisha vs. “Water-pipe” : The Question of a Unifying Term” (18 June 2006) http://tc.bmjjournals.com/cgi/eletters/15/suppl_1/i24#578
· “Shisha, Goza, Hashish and Street Children: What the Egyptian Scene Teaches Us” (18 June 2006)

http://tc.bmjjournals.com/cgi/eletters/15/suppl_1/i24#580
> Letter to the Editor: Periodontal Health and Hookah Narghile Smoking. Journal of Periodontology 2006 (May);77(5):929-30. A critical analysis of the following study: Natto  S, Baljoon M, Bergstrom J. Tobacco Smoking and Periodontal Health in a Saudi Arabian Population. Journal of Periodontology 2005; 76 (11): 1919-26.

www.joponline.org/toc/jop/77/5;jsessionid=nr4HkR8kSFX70r-xBT 

> OMS & Narghilé [Letter to the Editor of Tabaccologia about the errors contained in WHO (TobReg) Advisory Note on “Waterpipe Smoking” (2005)]. Tabaccologia 2006;3:44-5. Document dated 15 May 2006. Published in English and Italian: www.tabaccologia.org/archivio.htm (select 2006/3)
> Letter to the Editor: The Social Context of Individual and Collective Smoking: Similarities and Differences. Tobacco Control 2006 (1 April). A critical analysis of the following study: Poland B, Frohlich K, Haines RJ, Mykhalovskiy E, Rock M. Sparks R. The social context of smoking: the next frontier in tobacco control?. Tobacco Control 2006;15:59-63.

http://tc.bmjjournals.com/cgi/eletters/15/1/59 

> Letter to the Editor: Arabs Neither Need a Scientific Revolution Nor Are They a Cultural Exception. Science 2006 (07 Mar). A critical analysis of the following study: Maziak W. Global voices of science. Science in the Arab world: vision of glories beyond. Science. 2005 Jun 3;308(5727):1416-8.

www.sciencemag.org/cgi/eletters/308/5727/1416#3253
> Letter to the Editor: Some Misconceptions in a Good Alert Paper. Tobacco Control  2006 (18 Jan). A critical analysis of the following study: Afifi-Soweid Rima. Lebanon: water pipe line to youth. Tobacco Control 2005;14:363-4.

http://tc.bmjjournals.com/cgi/eletters/14/6/363-a#479 


> Letter to the Editor: Serious Errors in this Study. Tobacco Control 2004 (2 Dec). A critical analysis of the following study: Maziak W, Ward KD, Afifi Soweid RA, Eissenberg T. Tobacco smoking using a waterpipe: a re-emerging strain in a global epidemic. Tobacco Control 2004; 13: 327-333.

http://tc.bmjjournals.com/cgi/eletters/13/4/327 

“Conflict of interest”?: Read counterblast to libel campaign: http://docs.google.com/View?docid=dgbz283m_83fdtkjd 


____________________

Part 2: Comprehensive Studies on Hookah (Narghile, Shisha) Smoking 


> The narghile (hookah, shisha, goza) epidemic and the need for clearing up confusion and solving problems related with model building of social situations. TheScientificWorldJOURNAL: TSW Holistic Health &Medicine 207 (7): 1691–6. DOI 10.1100/tsw.2007.255.


> Qat chewing and water pipe (mada'a) smoking in Yemen: a necessary clarification when studying health effects on oral mucosa. Oral Surg Oral Med Oral Pathol Oral Radiol Endod. 2007 (Oct 15);[Epub ahead of print]

> The Medical Consequences of Narghile (Hookah, Shisha) Use in the World. Revue d’Epidemiologie et de Sante Publique (Epidemiology and Public Health) 2007;55(3):165-70 [Article in English].

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list_uids=17446024&itool=pubmed_DocSum 

> A Critique of the WHO's TobReg "Advisory Note" entitled: "Waterpipe Tobacco Smoking: Health Effects, Research Needs and Recommended Actions by Regulators. Journal of Negative Results in Biomedicine 2006 (17 Nov); 5:17.

http://www.jnrbm.com/content/5/1/17 (Full text free)

> Shisha, hookah. Le narguilé au XXIème  siècle. Bref état des connaissances scientifiques [Eng.: Narghile, Hookah in the 21st Century: An Overview of the Scientific Knowledge]. Le Courrier des Addictions 2004 (Oct) ; 6 (4) : 150-2. 

www.vivactis-media.com/default/Som_Revue.asp?numrevue=17&numParution=1021  

www.harmattan.fr/index.asp?navig=auteurs&obj=artiste&no=6605 (English version) 

Tetralogy on Narghile (Hookah, Shisha) and Health published in Tabaccologia, the official Journal of the Italian Society of Tobaccology

Part 1: Presentation (Tabaccologia 2005; 1: 39-47); Part 2: Chemistry (Tabaccologia 2005; 3: 27-33); Part 3: Diseases (Tabaccologia 2006;1:27-34); Part 4: Public Health and Prevention (Tabaccologia 2006;4:29-38).

Full text (in Italian) free plus English and French abstracts available online at:

http://www.tabaccologia.org/rivista.html
Part 1: http://www.tabaccologia.org/PDF/1_2005/8_1_2005.pdf 

Part 2: http://www.tabaccologia.org/PDF/3_2005/6_3_2005.pdf 

Part 3: http://www.tabaccologia.org/PDF/1_2006/8_1_2006.pdf 

Part 4: http://www.tabaccologia.org/PDF/4_2006/7_42006.pdf
http://docs.google.com/View?docid=dgbz283m_3cm537w (ENGLISH)
http://docs.google.com/View?docid=dgbz283m_5f64d9x  (FRANÇAIS)
_________

OTHER 

> [with] Pulerà N. Prevenzione dei danni da fumo di tabacco: un ruolo per l’islam? Tabaccologia 2007;1:20-21


> Report da Casablanca, 7-10 dicembre 2006. 1ª Conferenza Africana Tabacco o Salute. Tabaccologia 2007 ; 17-18

http://docs.google.com/Doc?id=dgbz283m_8kfvhmc (Original and French)

> E-Letter to the Editor: What Taboo Research Areas in Middle East Health? BMJ 2006 (1 Dec). A critical analysis of: Maziak W. Health in the Middle East. BMJ 2006;333;815-816.

www.bmj.com/cgi/eletters/333/7573/815#150477  

> The Recent Development of Hookah Use in the World : a Serious Epidemic or just a Passing Fad ? The Need for a Socio-Anthropological and Medical Approach. IFSSH (International Forum for Social Sciences and Health),  World Congress “Health Challenges of the Third Millenium”, Istanbul 2005 (21-26 Aug). Published by Yeditepe University, Dept. of Anthropology. Aug. 2005; tomeI: 360-1.

> Tabacologie du narguilé [Eng.: Tobaccology of Narghile Smoking]. Alcoologie. 1999; 21 (1/83):88-9.

www.sfalcoologie.asso.fr/page.php?choix=B2&PHPSESSID=3d5822fe44a8d1e8ed967b14f7d0350b

> Culture matérielle et orientalisme. L’exemple d’une recherche socio-anthropologique sur le narguilé. Arabica, tome LIII,2, 177-209. Koninklijke Brill NV (Leiden) 2006. [Engl.: Material Culture and Orientalism. The Example of a Socio-Anthropological Research on Narghile]

www.ingentaconnect.com/content/brill/arab/2006/00000053/00000002/art00003
> International Course in Tobacco Control: Transdisciplinary and Transcultural Studies on Hookah (Narghile, Shisha, Waterpipe) Smoking: at the Crossroads of Social Science, Health and Continents. 2006. Officially accepted as a poster presentation by The 13th World Conference on Tobacco OR Health. Building Capacity for a Tobacco-Free World (Washington DC, USA; July 12-15, 2006). Note: unfortunately not attended. Abstract available at :

http://2006.confex.com/uicc/wctoh/techprogram/P1010.HTM
____________________
(*) THE AUTHOR

Dr Kamal T. C. is a researcher in socio-anthropology and tobaccology and consultant in tobacco control. He early specialized in the critical analysis of biomedical studies on hookah smoking. For a decade now, his guiding principle has been that we have to tell the general public either what we really know about hookah smoking and health or, else, what we don’t know, but NEVER publish groundless statements in this field. He is also the author of other offline valuable materials: articles, two books and a transdisciplinary thesis on the subject (see a few samples below).

CAUTION: Of course, he does not use the “Tobacco Control” phrase with the meaning of “Tobacco Kontrol” (“controlling smokers and their suppliers” according to Pierre Lemieux’ cogent critiques). Instead, he uses it with from a diametrical point of view: that of the broad traditional meaning  of “drug control” as in John Marks’ famous work (Drug Misuse and Social Cost. Br J Hosp Med. 1994 Jul 13-Aug 16;52(2-3):65, 67) that he personally co-translated into French . This non-conformist physician used to prescribe legally (within the British system) hard drugs to their users. In KC’s daily practice, this non-prohibitionist notion means the control over the quality of products (cigarettes, cigars, etc.) that also implies a systematic decriminalisation of harm reduction solutions (Eclipse cigarette, Swedish SNUS, No-Carbon Monoxide hookah, etc.) and, not the least, a rejection of the growing related junk science that stained the credibility of science and public health.

CONTACT: kamchaAgmail.com (particularly if you want to be kept updated on upcoming important critiques)
[image: image1.jpg]



____________________
BOOKS

> Book. Tout savoir sur le narguilé. Société, culture, histoire et santé. Paris [Eng.: Everything You Always Wanted to Know about Hookahs. Society, Culture, Origins and Health Aspects]. Maisonneuve et Larose 2007, 256 pages, colour. ISBN : 978-2-7068-1954-4.
http://docs.google.com/View?docid=dgbz283m_19f97ts3 (ENGLISH Brochure)

http://docs.google.com/View?docid=dgbz283m_23f696g4 (Brochure en FRANÇAIS)


> Thesis. Le narguilé : analyse socio-anthropologique. Culture, convivialité, histoire et tabacologie d’un mode d’usage populaire du tabac. Transdisciplinary doctoral thesis, Université Paris X (France), 420 pages. (www.anrtheses.com.fr) [Engl.: "Narghile (hookah, shisha): a Socio-Anthropological Analysis. Culture, Conviviality, History and Tobaccology  of a Popular Tobacco Use Mode”].

> Book. Le narguilé. Anthropologie d’un mode d’usage de drogues douces [Engl.: An Anthropology of Narghile: its Use and Soft Drugs], Ed. L'Harmattan, 1997, 262 pages.

CHAPTERS in BOOKS

> Le narguilé : une tradition ancienne émergeant soudainement dans la modernité [Narghile (Hookah, Shisha) : an Old Tradition Suddenly Emerging into Modernity] in : Catherine Ferland (sous la dir. de). Tabac & Fumées. Regards multidisciplinaires et indisciplinés sur l’histoire du tabagisme, XVe-XXe siècle [Tobacco and Smokes. Multidisciplinary and Undisciplined Views on the History of Smoking, XV-XXth Centuries], Québec, Presses de l’Université de Laval (coll. Intercultures), 2007.

http://www.pulaval.com/catalogue/tabac-fumees-regards-multidisciplinaires-indisciplines-sur-9011.html

> [French and Arabic] Le narguilé, un objet original à la croisée des sciences sociales et biomédicales [Narghile (Hookah) : An Original Object at the Crossroads of Social and Biomedical Sciences] and : Le narguilé (shisha), une épidémie venue d’Egypte ? [Narghile (Hookah, Shisha) : an Epidemic that came from Egypt ?] in Figures de la santé en Egypte, Egypte/Monde Arabe, Paris and Cairo, Spring 2007, 31 pages.


> Le narguilé au Yémen in Yémen, d’un itinéraire à l'autre [Narghile Smoking in Yemen] (Ed. S. Naim [CNRS-LACITO]), Paris, Maisonneuve et Larose, 2001, pp. 130-147.
